B probably aware, the activities of Don West have been under
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- . proposed pronect apparently accepted without question, we feel
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'.Sherman High School
. Seth, West Virginia = . ‘ - o ;
ﬂanuafy 10,1969
Sénator Robert G. Byrd -

Senate Office Building . .
Washlngton, D. C . . ?
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! Dear Senator Byrd:

1 i .
i We wish|to:call to your attention the' enclosed article
i which appear?d in the Charleston Gazette today. As you are

e ¢

PRpT—,

[

;. question for|{some time. . L waa g i
: ) L/ R !

1 ° In the February 1, 1958, issue of the "Firing Line! : h

‘{published by|thé American legion, Donald West 1is reported ©
to have appegred before the Senate Internal Security Sub- :

committee, October 8, 1957, and invoked the Fifth Amendment -

fifteen tlme§ when questloned about membership and activities

in the Comm 1sF party.

in 1949 West was identified before the House Undmerican
Committee as belng the director of the Communist party of
-North Caroli @.gnd district organizer of party apparatus in
Kentucky. P%lor to this time (in 1932) West and Myles Horton

Sl e = e o emen = 3 vwis R Y w T un s

e e am -

founded the Highlander Folk School at Monteaglé, Tennessee. In
1957,  this s¢hool was identified as a "communist training school”
by the Georgla Commission of Education. It is further reported
that West has supported many other Communist front organizations.

4o e ———

" We are .onperned that the same Don West is now speaking at ; ;
the BCAN meeting, inasmuch as BCAN (offshoot of Vista) has been s
involved in the|controversialsschool lunch program in Boone -
County. Thisg o~ganlzatlon has been responsible for creating agl
tation and a im>31ty in various ways, as you kKhow. )

t

. In regard to the aforemefitioned BCAN- sponsored lunch pro-
i- gram, our lumch|program supervisor reports an overpayment of
%uéu 70 for lunches for needy children in Sherman., This program

is how in it$ third month of operatlon. An explanation of this .,
~situation 1s too involved to include in this letter, but we will
be happy to | rov1de, upon request, an extensive report which will
discredit th@ present existing program. As the BCAN representa-
tives were a}lowed to appear before a subcommittee, and their ¥

it would be. only fair that school official's should have the oppor-
tunity to prTsent the actual -facts,

| i e
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: } t" We feel that the.anti-poverty programs in our area have F
: revealed the;same type of mismanagement -as has recently been v o
{ reported by investigations of other programs by the GAO and ; »
{ »Jthe PBI. As|these programs are federally funded, surely tax o L
; | payers can expect and demand programs that are properly con- Ao
; . ducted, and whose philosophies are not in conflict with the i
§ i principles oI the ‘American way of life. s H
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B-CAN to Hear

o
. il
‘Don West Speak

. ORGAS ~— Don West wills
speak at tonight’s meeting of the
Boone County Association for the:

Needy (B-CAN) al the Oigas,-

Community Center.

West is founder of the Appa-!
lachian South Folklife Center ati
Pipestem, Summers County.

Also on the agenda at the 7|
p. m meeling is the installationi
of Mrs. Lecna Adkins as presi-|
der: of B-CAN, : :
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- Honorable Robert C. Byrd

e R
Ry pereced Fared oy wd
. (xdoo .\':100\
B o¥axX {ouax
4 . . >
: i

United St%tes-Senate
Washington, DiC. 20510

!

! ’ ’

- R

‘ ‘ ‘ ~
t " . .
N

Dear Senator Byrd:

Recently in the paper there was an article
concerning activist groups orgenizing in Pipestem ‘4g§ya,w,
Such en organization could very well create riots
simultaneously throughout West Virginia,

Activist groups are working in our colleges
to stir up the young people to revolt. ©Such a thing is
a disgrace to! our nation -~ and of all things, this
organization is requesting tax payers funds to be used

to support it} A

I do so hope you will do all you can to
help us. . ‘ )
Respectfully,
e i:_ AJ\\\\
(Mrs
I |
Huntington, W.va. 25(0L
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-1 ‘ GO;MU\IIST INFILTRA"‘ION I\T THE MIIL-SOUI‘Hp PI\RT II

Firine Iine exposure of subverslve ’

edited pericdicals, Southern Newsielter. During his appearance before the

, Senate Internal Security Subcommitteo on Octobom 28, 1957, DOMAID L. WEST of

South, the following supplements our report on the Commmnist
M)
: RFD Z; Douglasville, Georgia, invoked the Fifth Amondment over 14 over 14 Gires whea

questioned concerning nembership “n& activities. in the Communist Pa...’ﬂ*c.y, UoSoho"

WEST g

of the conspiracy

. _Im.er.nl Securz.‘i,y

‘:'- - VEST was
19090 .

alism, poetry and

stated he weg-not a member o
‘testimony s houeve*'g clained the I‘:z.:‘."bh Anendment when asked if

Public records reflect ko has bsen professionally actibh. in meny Qe
~ versified vocations including the fields of agwiculbure, education, Journe

£ the Commpist Party atb t;Le time of his

? he wore o member -
several houps prior to his scheduled appearance. (Ses Senate
Subcomuthee 9 Communism in tho zfzicl-South, 1957, pages 25-»31.;)

bo.en near the town of Ellijay, G:.lme_ LCounty, Georg:u., in .

religion, He Mworked his way through® Iincoln Memozial =

. - University of Harrogate, Ténnessee and sub.acquently received a bachelor of
’ _»{divini‘i::,'? degrée; from Vanderbilt Universily in Nashville,..
ﬁupp“emenced his education by Radvanced study"
Lo dn the Tiited States
" approximately 15 n:r.les west of Atlanta, nsar Douglasville, Georgia. - .
- formerly a 'professor a':b Oglethorps Un_.vers::cy and has publlshrad a book of poe’ozy.

© s

WEST testifiecd he
at various other institutions
and currently menages o farm on the Chattahooches River

He was

In smmsu:izz.nrf VESTIS affiliation with the Comm...:t Party, ROBER.!.
E’ORRB, Chief Counel|of the Senate Internal Security Subcommittee, stated

WEST "hap been ond -of

over o pez!:a.od of

the moras prominent Cormuhilst orgenizers in the Soubth °
carg.” The oem:.mony of a witness before the House Coinw

tteo -on Un-Amer"can{Acb:. vities in 1949 reflected WEST has been a Districtd

Director of ths §

© - ths Parby apmratv

..ast Octoner, WEST

unist Pg..I‘t.vJ in Atland

nist Party of North Carolina and District Organizer of

m Kentucky. Whils appearing before the Senate Subcomm:whee
refused to state if he over had been.'in charge of the Comme v
s Georgia." (See Senate Initernal. Socurlty Subcommn.tteeg ‘

Commumisn in the M:.d-sSou'bh, 1957, pages 25<27a)

1.4132,

'::.n I~‘6nce..gle, Teny
. ing school" by the

Coznm. s.mn‘s Sis
“faz.eéi Ié‘bg:

osvee, vhich was identified last year as a "Commmish traine !
S'bw'l.a of Georgla Comnission on Education., According to the

Uy WEST has supporbed other,Commnist-front enterprise ‘
2 oo Sdﬁ!}gga 1on§bﬁ§m onal ¥ S.emt:?.on forcggﬁétv%u’oional

ia&%%gi Ngbul.e Artsy Seiences.and Professions, Peoplefs

Insm.bma of Appl:ed Rel:r.cion and 'she Sw»hem Confe”ence for Human Welfare:

PR

v .

COPYRIGHT 1958 BI T’*lE AMERICAN IEGION . -

REERORUCTION I WHOILE OR PART U.CTHOI?" AU“HOR.LZA‘I‘ION Is P'%G’ HIBITED,

L@:@ B“Ef‘?“’ e ! R
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WEST and MYIES HORTON fotnded the nghlander Folit School f
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.7 . In the spring of 1955, WEST was hired as a lay mlnister by ths Church f
= of God of tho Undon Assembly in Dalton, Georgla. During March of thetb yoor, Cl
- WEST and the Churchfs natiomal medsrator, REV. CHARLIE T. PRATT, comméaced . '
publication of a monthly newspeper malled The Soplbherner at Chatsworth Road ‘ l
in Dalbon, The new publication tas hailed in vho by 2, 1955 edition of ‘the
X subversive Mational Guardian which stated "the Guordien is delighted to welcoms !
©y - with warmest good wishes & new 'voice of the peoplet...The Southernom.™ WEST ;
. dnvoked the Fifth Amendment before the aforementioned Senate. Subcormittee- vhen co
x asked about his affiliation with Tho Southernsz, (See Senate Internal Security
Subcommittes, Comrumisnm in the %ﬁd@@th, 1957, page 263 "National Guardian®,
10:'17"‘559 rage 6.)' i e ' . -

P , .
- | . WEST was listed as editor of Fhe Soubberner and his staff included
the following contributing editors according to that paperis January 1956
- -editions HOJARD BQWILING, JOHN R. BUNCH, PERRY CARTWRIGHT, WAITER E, DILIARD,

. . JACK GIIES, MORRIS lA. LEMHMONS, BUFORD W. POSEY, BYRON H. REECE, HAROID Do SCWDER, i
© AIVA V. TAYLOR, AUBREY WILLIAMS AND REV. JAIES H, WIISON. After WEST iwnvoked . o
the Fifth Auendment) before & Whitfield County (Georgie) grand Jury investigating, i
Commmunist ectivities in October 195§, the Church voted unanimously. for his :
expulsion,  According o a newspaper reporbt, WEST suddenly left the Dalton avea | Ty
in the middle of Jamuary 1956 and appavently advised no ons of hils destination. £

PR

S S

i h . Three months later, WEST appeaved in Alabews editing and publishing
I . an Bwpage tabloid newspaper entltled, The New Southerner. According to its’

' - April 1956 edition, thé paper used Post Oifice Box 6043, Caroiyn Station,
Honbgomery, Alabama, as a mailing address, The following weve Thé New Sonbhe
erneris coutrlbubing editors, all of whom werve formerly staff members of

: CHARLIE T, FRATT%g _TheiSou'bhémzer: PERRY CARTWRIGHT, WAITER E. DILIARD, MORRIS e
IEMHMONS ; BUFCORD POSEY., | BEYON H, REECE, AUBREY WILLIAMS AND AIVA W,. TAYIOR. T S

H

R

Ceran e s e e v

o e Ry,

i Rocent issues|of identified Commnilst EUGENE FEIDMAN's Sovthern lNewgse. - . ’ .
Jebtter of Post Ofiice Box 1307, Iouisville, 1, Kentucky, reveal both DOMAID L. L
WEST and FERRY CARINRIGHT are currently affiliated with this publication. WEST -
is a sponscr and & ‘to::cial contritubor of Southern Vewslebter and CARTWRIGHT i i,
maneges its circulation dgpartment. An enbire page of Soubhern Newsletherls g
Novembor 1957 editilon tms devoted to a message from WEST uwrging svgpert of the | |-

W sy

newsleticd, He st bedlin p2rt as follows: Wintelligent arbticulation isg a
- crying noed today.dEUGENE FEIDMAN in his Southern Newlether is striving %o
. keep alive arnd give a medium for such expression., For a long time Ilve knowm
7 Mre FEIDMAN'S vork b add admived it, His efforte %o keep alive this organ for |
"~ positive. expressicn desedwe our best supporb. Sinfe circumstances and events | oy
mede 1% scem advizuhble|and necessary 4o suspend publication of T_he New Southermer = - in &
?g .~ for the time being,l I urge all those vho’ supported or subscribed to 1t %o lemd - .2 i i
. whatever aid you cen to Mr, FEIDMAN's efforts in this Newslettoroso® P

S s e

v htm

¢

RN ¥BIRDS OF A FEATHZR 2%

g Ca page 14 of 'the October 1957 edition of Southern Newslevier, an
editcrial appealed fso readers to join the newsletier in a "erusade o help : I
the Scuth go forwardl" | The article atated: e dave not slide backward to SR
the hideous Mozl wyogist socidby which the Klan plans for us., What can you . .
Go? In the larger fowns, there are many local groups working for betier race s, b
rolotions, more demperatic vobing procedurss, school integration and similar
projocts, Join om;‘ of those if you can., If o local group is nob aveilable
0 you then write :f’.‘f:r :i;.ni‘oma:bion to one of the South-wide organizmations, N
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Du'ector Saysn He’s Not' A (‘ SmBn at
N RS

. v By PAT ROSS N
Rev. Donald West, founder of

the Appalachian South Folklife
Center at Pipestem, sald Tues-

Last Fnday ‘West was -a guest
of the .Office of Economic' Op-
portunity in Wgshmgton. D. C,
where .he"-spoke. to a group of
representatives o the aims and
purpose of his farm. He added
‘that during the summer ‘hé had
Aaken. 93 children to visit the
capltal - “n
!d “All tt)f ; these %hlldxen

ropouts from. school, and du
I am not trying to do evil, but ‘tootl;ns one significant v1sxltd ov::

good.” ‘Fh
Speaking hefore a group-of - ap- Ofa 1201;?):%;‘: t;‘;‘;ﬁgag 3 n'1e ’type

proximately, 40 “nembers and '
guests of the-American Associs f West. said he lias included a
‘ation. of University' Women, the’ recreation center for _children
former’ University of Malyland 'on his farm with facilities for
‘professor contmued M7 am’ an; baseball ‘basketball ; and nu-
ordained minister and I -belicye | ‘mérous ofher games.
very devoutly -and: deeply in the “ Care_of mountain oxphans has
Iong‘been a favorite’ pro;ecL of

“policies ‘of Christianity.” " *¥ -

. “The former newspaper man hlS RCV West said, and ‘the
said-he and hlS wife mvested farm ‘now * accomodates 36 chil-
their life saving$ in the combin-|
ed orphan’s home and “training,
center located at Pipestem. At
the afnual folk festival laat
summer,” childrén representing]
all races and creeds ‘were pres-
ent at’ the 300:acre 'farm to takey:

“absplutcly is-not a Commu-
nist.” e

West <added, “I will tell this{:

to any-.individual,, but not to in-

vestigators, because -it.is none

eir, business, I am .willing

to let, my life be my defense.

receive care and. txammg at the
ceuter, and anyone is. welcome
“if they.come in. the.
.and pame of Chustxamty,” West
said) ;" -

Speakmg on cuthsm he has

part in the learning program.on

were |

dren; Any orphaned child can|

interest !

recejved locally, Rev., West: said,’

mame Mwl

causg they dlsagrce with me. I
have: a right -to my own peace
Just as they.”™

- He said any- repmts that he is
a: Commumst Tunning a hippie
camp or a’Comnninist camp is
complelcly false, and that any-
one is flee fo - vxsxt the - farm
at any time.

‘West has. studied mounlam life
and origin intently..‘He said e
is cageér for the people -of-the
mountain area to “hecome ac-
quainted” with théir heutage, he
told the group.,

“"The southern ‘mountaineer is
stereotyped as the Little Abner
of Dogpalch. These conceptions |

- are untrue, and ‘along with
helping * the undelpnvxleged *of’

the mountain -avea,; I ‘would_like
“to” dlspxove these nnsconcep-
tions.” '

West - was attacked recently by
a Princeton, weekly , newspaper
-on glounds that he. took (he
Fifth Amendment before . af

1950s. He said later lwm_s_d

ple, not because he ‘had anythmg
to hide. ®©@--%

| sider the -moon -

'congrcssmnal committee in the.

to tcstlfy as a ma(.ter of princi--

g

“swing” v..

‘&{ lunar « ol

craft would” circ..

days required o cover the qua
ter million riles to the moon,
that would mean that Apollo &
commanded by Air Force Col.
Frank Borman, will be looping
around the moon on- Christmas
day. o
Apollo-.8

'lhe Apollo 8 ' spacecraft al-
1eady is in place atop a mighty
Saturn -5 rocket on a Cape Ken-
nedy launching pad. It original-
ly had been scheduled for an
earth orbit flight, but the early
excellent performance of Apollo
7 has prompted officials-to con-
- lest, which
would be a yital step towald a
manned lunar landing next
| year, . .
One drawback is *that the
crew of ‘Borman, Navy Capt.
James ‘A. Lovell and Air Force
Maj. William-A." Anders has had
only limited txan}mnd for a luhar

| flyaround.

The plan colld be wiped out
altogether if somelhing serious
should go wrong imthe-final half
of the Apollo-7 mission.

But as the bhalivay . point
neaved, everything was perking
along fine ‘except for the pesky,
colds. plaguing: the astronauts. in
thelr lofty su:k bay ,

Yo

Dougl
being t
was ask
a chang
the beng
of the
Chief Ju

YA e

the éou
change,’
“Much’
contros
“Son

HH]

KAN
Presid:
ran it
presic
Poob

Hu

'southern mountum lxte ‘,3'“1 do not condemn anyone ‘be-
- =7 ‘
5 .
Eﬁ%% am mg
BELD AP %
| S
i -
;oo i
j
» N ¢
beoe 4 ’
. 3 H
|
1% 1
2.,
. ( ‘ \ '

{

v m o e mmam i v

"Lwﬁ RM%

sur} |
dre |
aff .

i¢ *

i




xS AR £ oA

8 oty A o 0 LN

N

.
. N
e — LT R R .
v

1
3

<

i
t
:
|
i
b
H
i
%
i}

ALIOD
ouax: -

' . Spanishburg, West Virginia
October 1l, 1968

é The Honorablé Robert C. Byrd

United State

. Washington,
LI D.C.

t

i

Dear Senator

I have been
clippings’ fr
about the pr
of much talk
have heard a

The Commitie

5 Senate
‘1

I

| ‘ -'.v: ) t

I : . . .
clected! Hlected to send you these enclosed
b The Princeton Times; and Bluefield Telegraph
ojapt, "Appalachian South Folk Center", which is ’
and concern in this area. You, as well, probably
bout it. - . S
H . ' LT .
Ol Social Concermns" of the United Methodist

Church (Span
writing. Th
in Washingto
in this (as
utmost confi
servant-wise
you.

In my doing

¢ ations in al

5

j: Thank you si

ishburg) is primarily at whose suygestion I am

is ?rganization is aware of the fact that another

N, Who represents West Virginian's has shown interest
slippings show). However, the organization having
dence and faith in you, individually and public-

voited--100 percent that this concern be put before;

thils at their request, I realize there are limitfr
L things, s0 use your own good judggment.
R >3

ncerely for your time.

With kindest regards,

(Mrsd

-

Byrd: : .

= e

v s =

peoper g




PRICETONTMES, + +
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Dear My, Pedneat,

I am, beginning to Wonder
whether'or hot your game of
mrowlngs-poison darts at Don
West will, not boomerarg, You
are giving‘lhim prime publictty

space and- ncreashng stature
by associating him with some
of the people most respected by

" West Virgintans, Shall we place

LA

the “yellgw arm band” on such
people as Paul Kaufman, Mrs,
Wilur Cohen, Willlam Bliz-

zard, Jay Rockefeller, Mayor’

Lindsey, The Benedum Founda-
tion, etc, because" you dislike

thelr politics; or “something'? -

What terrible thing have these
peoplé, done? Don West i de-
veloplng & .Folk Life Center
designed to house and traln
children. who cannot it In else=
where, This Is the bestdescrip-
tion | can glean fromthe Times,
There evidently are public fl-
gures Interested fn his project

and contributing to'It, Yousay

the Legislature of Tennesses
found fit to dismantle a similar
school In thelr great state, You

do not Say what thelr legal

grounds were for dong so, The
Jegislature of Tennessee has
found fit to dishar many actl-

\ '

y

‘it .lin telr tete Whichother
states have found quite normal,

One cannot teach the Darwln
theory of Evolution in thelr
schools, Their laws governing
the sale and service of liquor

are confusing to most of thelr -

nefghbors,

What does Don West teach at
his school that is so galling and
apparently dangerous? What do
you know of his curricula? How
do young people qualify for his
ngtitution? What comparahle
Institution can our alefnated yo-
ung people turn to besides the
Folk Life Center? What does
Mercer County offerits young
people  that they may safely
spurn Don West? He swore une
der congressional oath that he
was not 2 communist,,.accord
ing to the Princeton Times.

"As long as you are determin-
ed tomake ourtommunity aware
of Don West and Pipestem, pl=
ease Include some facts and
pertinent information about his
Folk Life Center,

%

Very sincerely yours,
Margaret Harrison -
Route 4, Box 40

-

Hak

" member of the Communist party, The purpose of these articles

ety

= Lgfter To The Editor-

J
H
v

14T QUESTIONS ARSHERD O

First 1ét me sey that 1 have not accused Mr, West of belrga

are to demonstrate that there Is historical justification foran |

fvestigation, .- Co L
Before answering your questions, perhaps it would be well to * |

glve a brief description of Communism s far as theory goes.

”

Karl Marx was of course the first man to set forth a full theory:
of Communism, Other men had played with the notion but Marx
was the first to make a serlous attempt to organize the doctrine
into 2 political system, . '

Mary's idea of Communism was entirely economic, He said
that someday the industrial workers would unite to overthrow
the capitalists, They would do this Pecause the capitalist was
paying them less than they deserved, The capitalist was taking &
great deal off of the top and calling it profit. By eliminating the
capitalists, the workers could run the plant and keep the profits,

He went on to say that a great revolution would take place and
the end result would be a society with no government or laws,
Untll this oceurred though, a dictatorship of the workers would
exlst, According to Communist dogma, the Soviet Union and Red
Chine are 1i the midst of this revolution and dictatorship,

However, Marx had one basic flaw In his theory, He assumed
that man was perfect, Actually, Marx's theory wil never get
past the stage of the dictatorship, For once 2 small group of men
get absolute control, they will not elease, "Pawer corruptss
Absolute Power Corrupts Absolytely,” .

Hence, we have supresslon of the individual’s rights. We have .
a tyrannical dictatorship bent on getting all of the power Which i
can,: ‘

Any person who professes to belleve in Communism must {I)'
disavow the existence of any God - the State s the only Supreme
Belng, (2) he must believe in the overthrow of ll forms of
government which are not"Communist including the United
States, (3) he can only be satistled when Communism has con=

=
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quered the world, _

This 15 Communism, and it clearly indicates why we In the

United States should be 50 “njcky” about allowing such a system
to thrive, And it will thrive, because it promises people ple-in-

the-sky dreams which can never be realized, ,
Communism today Is nothing as Marx concelved it, Itis

absolute, violent, and tyrannical, The Individual can say nothing

against the State, The plight of the Czech people demonstrates

this fact,

1 do not believe that there is 2 “Communist Conspiracy” of
any size tn this natlon, but this lsn't to say that it Is an impos

-s1bility, After all, the Communists managed to overthrowthe Rus-

stan Czar in 917, )

We camnot allow our young peoplt to be bombarded with Corn-
munist doctrine, It can ‘be made quite enhancing, It promises
equallty of wealth, and food for all, yet it only delivers tyramny
and suppression, ’ '

No country is imrmune to Communism.:This is a fact we must

face, and the best way to see that Communtst dogma does not
get a foot hold is through public explanation of the system and
fts faults, © .| . !
Don West has.done nothlng at his Camp in Pipestem which
violates any laws, so far as we know, but testimony by one Paul
Crouch before the House Un-American Activities Committes
raises questlons, Crouch testified, “1 knew him very well, for
many years, 2s Don' West and as Jim Weaver, He was distriet
director of the Communist Party of North Carolina while [ was
dlstrict orgenizer,..." . c
West stated In testimony before the same committeethat he was
net 4 member of the Communist Party at the time he was belng
questioned, He took the Fifth Amendment when he was asked f
he was a member prior to his testimony, .

West malntains that he took the Fifth only on principal. It
seems that hé would take the Fifth on every question then, and
}not answer some while answering others,

This Is justifleation for an Investigation tnto West's present
ctivitles, He Is not in the McCarthy Era now, and he has no

PPESTEN ROl (B

v
Beafuga g s i S R RO TR A A TR b A b A el bt i |

D
e
o
W
.l.l
"
S
L0

"
o

need to take the Flith Amendment on principle. *

As to the names of West Virginlans assoctated with the Camnp,
whether famous or Infamous, ft Is merely a service to the
people, Presumably, these people fnow something aboutthe Camp,
or think they do, and could answer questions concerning it. Others
mentloned, while not elected offlclals, do offer a varlety of
sources for information concerning the Gamp. We assume that

these people- would have thoraughly fnvestigated the Camp hefore

slening a letter supporting sollcitation of contributions to it.

! What is wrong with Mr, West organizhng @ place for children

who have no other place to go? First of all, these are not really

"children, Thelr zges run, according to Mr, West, from 15 and up

If these are orphans, 1 would hate to see a young adult, Tf these
children have no other place to go, It 15 only because they have

1o destre to go any other place,

We are the flrst to admit that we don't know what's golng on
at the Camp, The attempt to give everyone a "runwaround”’ on
the. activities at the Camp only enhance our susplcion, We don't
Fnow what they are being taught, W surely wouldnt “hug*
the place, As to the comparable Institutions to which these young:
people can turn, 1 would suggest the Church, the schools, work;
their cholces are many, » )

The Temessee legislature dismantled the Highlander Folk
School for ‘subversive activitles, just as Arkansas dld its prede=
cessor, Commonvealth College, Ag to What constitutes subver-
slve activitles, 1 weuld assume it means the advocating of the
violerit overthrow of the United States government, s this reason
enough? “ , g
{It is.not a matter of what Mercer County offers these young
pecple In place of Don West. We need offer them nothing, We
don't give teensgers Coca-Cola so they will stay off “Pat” or
“Actd," You seem to be fmplying that e must bribe our children

awzy from Don West, Rather, we must teach our children right -

and wrong, 3 well es practical and tmpracticel, This I the
answer, not bribery or blackmall, .
Dave Pedneau
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. Sen Jenniigs  Randolph, D-,
W Va,, made a “fact - fmdmg .
tour” .of the, Appalachian South
Folklife Center at Pipestern in
Summers County+ Saturday but
but was unavailable for , com-:
ment afterward, X

Randolph said one- of his pur-H !

poses was to check reports that | - -

-the center, run by. Rev. Don L.} °,
' West, a 60-year-old Umversat
LChnstxan Church minister, exer-’ L
cises “so - called leftwing,’ B
. Communist or neo-Commumst in-
+ fluences.”
The center-.at Pxpestem is a )
. 350-acre farm run by West and. '
his ‘wife for the benefit of or- o
. bhans, poor youngsters and high
school dropouts, West said
-earlier the camp is financed by |.
-his savings and grants from two .
foundatxons. e
" Randolph sent a telegram to
‘the . Bluefield Daily Telegraph
‘catlier Saturday stating that he
-had been invited'lo speak at the
camp Saturday night and would
‘take the opportunity to inspect ;
ut for subversive influences.
“If there is reason why that’
mstxtutxon should tiof exist m

West Vnglma or elsewhere in
the United * States,” Rando]ph’
said, *; ~i.I"would, hope to EC
certain those reasons.”

Randolph also said he would, -
deliver an address on Ameri-
«canism {o the young people at’
the center, and “encourage the| . .
youth fo. lparn and “labor and |
grow info communily leaders
and; builders of a better society
-through understandmg and faith
and justice.” . .

Efforts to locate Rando]ph for o
comnient on. his findings during| . :
the inspection tour of the center
were unavailing Saturday night, T
The Senator failed to respond to . ’
.several telephone messages °1eft '
at the center. ;

* A Princeton weekly newspaper
recently described the camp for | -
young people as “danger to ‘the
security and freedoin of this na-
tion.” It said West claimed Fifth :
Amendment protection in 1957
. When "asked whether He was &

e

i~
&

e

v

}
v
¥
b
E

“

-

o

-
s owtan & e

" ——ap

.
P




.’3

. 39
S /8%0,4 émz) | ROBrRTC R, T.Ss.

P 09@ : D r’@ﬂjﬂﬂ e T;:.» .

WM;;%, Tt s

3 s y - 3 = - A2
.ﬂgij Lo : o« L. AJOOY . AdOD TN
L Les N oNaxX} - . ouaX ;
s O ‘h‘ - PO . il . . . . 2 L S
N l . i . * “ N
A} ~ : N .
.

o et S i ot e s 3w

: ; LU[UULB

%,o /JMJLM Zé‘h /Wf*

[
RV

D e e o ————

e

! P
0 e wa%m

Y |

2 5
/| Creoct, s D o
" |

| f% ul Condosls” Lok, {

- | S
! X <
./w ﬁj | |
J 4 " Cltve Aady ) |
o ,P- %&ﬂ%ﬁ‘ . .
b . i ,
Aaass “Lxéut ///wjf /% s N
\a, ’fg‘// C(/"}\r_;? 77\,“(4’ /J, o ; (‘»"J‘,?} (ﬂddﬁj{y ! ‘
2 . i ;
L , S
o i ‘
l:":.
S A i




‘_.; 1 . b e . k A - . ‘
AJdOD - AdOD f % :\ ,woo'?}
ouAX ouaX ¢ -
< - e Y P . e § ‘
NS . . ! .
v - . mbl_/ 4 . , } .
‘. C e * N -~ = . N . : ¥
. St - 3 . ¢
C ,.(2’ n ., &
¢ CL“’ 7/)1/ . . . : '
> o , . N : . ' ¢ o »
9\?‘)—7"’? . . - Py
(..QJ - . : R : .

[ Uy —
oy s A —— -
oo aar, B -

§
\ j
)/M(jMf‘«aJL ' % i
R ' !
E
|

' 1
. H . t 1
e W—m //\aw-(—~ . :
L) ‘ !
A g ) pva s> )’ o |
N / }‘i ‘ ' ! %
. - . | .
InL by, - : ;

C
Brvansy, L
: : i i :
S et Ly, : a i
1 ' 0. - ek e e NS, o W by W o8 -«Ve‘? LU . : ; i
S I * Loob
1 ! ; V |
;A !‘ . A ) \
i . g S_—
. : 2l
T N %
j | o ;
i ! ! . ' ,i,
! : \ SR
f -

f_{L_ _
D
§
& "
L
, *\
) é\
%

1 i )
LI . a// P y . «
i Up / kAN ¢ i
ol ,\0 /‘Wfa”%ﬁk / \’/w :
I . . ‘ . s ) ; i
' £ » \ ~ ks
“ L}
« LRI ¥ ¥ R \] :

-
Al
~
[

= " a
)
! N '
i . - o
3 A , MY ;
! . . .
¥ ¢ » : '
i i
K s ¢
KA .
oy
Al » ; S
i N N o +
poo . ; R
PN N
{. 4 I ¢ , L
ot Tyt .
%.‘l . s
il . ! ' :
’ > e 4
N R - st i ! ol




4.
3

.

Ef :
. . “ w k B
o . 1,
'7“"’ - ‘hw%‘—"@immmm. it an TE
. .W# -W/"AW)W‘ aw ’ . WM o

"”"m -‘er"v"" &,&._

4
“""

«
Ly R AR A
’}v’"‘" - e "’si 'd‘;- -

* b

"
e i e i B st G B

>

In an editorial a few weeks ago, we pointed out the need for a
thorough investigation into Donald West and his so-called'‘‘Appa~
lachian South Folk Center'* at Pipestem, Now that request becomes
a demand. Increasing amounts of evidence indicate that the Camp
can only be a most devastlng influence to Southern West Virginia
_ and the entire nation,

Actually, this “Folk Life Center’’ 1s notthe questionable West'’s
first such endeavor. According to reports of the House Committee

“

-

»

w

school in Monteagle, Tenn,

The Highlander Folk School, as it was known, was abolished by
an-act of the. Tennessee Legislature which chargedthe school with
being a subversive organization. As a matter of fact, the House On
Unamerican activities has concluded " that the Highlander Folk

P

. VOLUME 8, NUMBER 13

on Unamerican Activities West was involved with another similar .

#
= = e T

. <V
School was heir apparentto another subversive organlzation kno
as the Commonwealth College. -
Commonwealth College, started by James A. Dombrowski
and Myles Horton in 1932, was convicted under'the laws of Arkansas
of displaying the hammer and sickle and openly teaching Commun~
ism, This school was controlled by the People’s Institute of
Applied Religion, which had been organized by the Communist
Party. Employing a quite logical idea, its adovcates believed that
religion was such a strong force inthe South that only by comparing
texts of the New Testament and Karl Marx could it ever be
successful, \
In 1959, Senator Alford of Arkansas made the following remarks

/

v

on the floor of the United States Senate. “The legisiature of the '

. \great State of Tennessee, only a few daysiago, authorized an
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3 HALL AT CAMP PIPESTEM. . . -
. R e

. PEDNEAU - : ) . . )
. investigation of Communist influences in Highlander Folk School =~ Membership and activities in the Communist Party, US.A, He
in Monteagle, Tenn, This school was founded in 1932 by Myles -stated that he was not a member of the Communist Party at the
A% Horton' and Don West. It is a southern meeting place for persons, time. of his testimony. However, he retired to the safety of the
who have been leaders in race agitationfor many years. Many who ! Fifth Amendment when asked if he was a .member prior to his
have gone n and out of Highlander .Folk School have records of  scheduled appearance before the Committee, This can be confirmed =«

LTy i

affiliations with Communist and Communist Front organizations,’’ in a report entitled “Communism in the South'’ by the Committee
For those who would like to confirm Alford’'s statement, we and completed in 1957. ,
i § refer you to pages 2544-2549, Vol. 105—-Part20f the Congressional Does this lead one to wonder sbout our Folk'Life Center at
41 ' Record for Feb, 2 ~ Feb, 24, 1959, Pipestem? .
! However, far more than West's name has been heard inthe . There is more evidence to be révealed at a later date, but the

halls of Congress. He has been before the Senate Internal Security *. above surely represents enough to justify some type of inve-ti 2~
Subcommittee. ‘He appeared before this committee on-October 28,  “tion. Bill Blake, editor and publisher cf the Kanawha™‘alley Leader,™
1957, giving his address as RFD 4, Douglasville, Ga, West invoked had this to say last week in an editorial in his publication..
the Fifth Amendment over 15 times when questioned concersing “The people of Pipestem are beginning to whiffthat dirt farmer ,

' . : . . . Don West may be involved in.more ‘Dirt’ than farming" We tend
AT ? to agree. K

West himself presents a striking picture. He claims to hold 2 ~~
number of degrees including a divinity degree from Vanderbilt
University, However, he jaunts around the hills of Pipestem °
with bib over-alls and a hillbilly hat on his head. He purportsto ‘.
be extremely interested in the folk culture of our area, yat his
‘history. Indicates that-his interest in our culture may only be
a disguise. ’

The camp itself is situated on a hill far off the main road with
only one road leading into the camp. Itis. quite isolated and visitors
to the camp can -be seen well before they reach its pre-fab
buildings. - -

There is little doubt that Communism, as an active force, does
represent an ever-present danger to our soclety. Consequently,

“any such organization as West's demands Investigation, If nothing

,,_,_else, it will at least assure residents of the safety of their soclety.

7 PRICE 10 CENTS . u, 14 P AGES ONE SECTION ' The editorial in the Kanawha Valley Leader concluded by saying

3 . ¢ that, “although William Blizzard in his State magazine story des~

T s i 7 cribed the Pipestem Project as ‘Don West's dream’’ those more

. knowledgeable or more willing to accept the ever-present Gom-

1 . munist Conspiracy as a fact of American life are more apt to /

% believe that the Appalachian South Folk Life Center may become

H »  Plpestem’'s nightmare.,”

; Here we must disagreef only slightly wlth Blake. It may become

3 West Virginia's nightmaré, Don West and his supporters sent out

a Jetters to drea resideﬂt;j asking for contributions. Therefore,

ol nmg\_rﬁsiden'ts are justified in visiting the camp, At least drive by
TeWesto know, that-Yoq_lqow he is there, . o.imasss >
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et Babertt Ine., in Covingtén, Va. ~-will g0° 167 Pipesteny "rromL 7 -
©q -| Pvt, ‘Eskins’ |wife, Carol,. is|[thé Elkins Mountain ~State °, " =
SN ,)g . i % o’ the daughter off -Mr. and Mrs. F;ogg‘st 1Fk‘35}“’31: nffert to ‘,"hg . o, .
o B - 7@ -|Charles N. Hogspit of Alderson,State park for conferences an o ‘.

B %E@HY@@ F[E@{g -| Following completion of basic|? guided tour. Then I will meet = . = ~° ,i
e . T combat frainifig) * Pvt.r Eskins|/My commitment to-address the . = 1 '
==OINKS GROVE (RNS) -—= The ot ’ ‘ade E.2{youth. I assure both the friends oo A .
ey Sl ~2°lwas promoted tofpay grade E-2 S UL
illowing members| of the SinkS\ynder an’ Army plicy providing|and the detractors of the youth .* ! ! .
" 4%ove Promenaders Squarelineentive to outs anding train-|center at Pipestem that I will e ;
#7ance Club ajtended  theleos” He will taketadvanced in.|Stless -Americanism., At the @
£y linburg Hoedoyn in Gaflin-{giyidual training bt Fort Ord,|[same time, I will be on a fact-- :
. %, Tenn:, over the weekend:|Galif, o . |tinding. mjssion ‘as I .check on .
pnd Mrs, Faancis Pence, S & 7« ithe activilies of the youth cen- R
Dengis White, Mr.{ =~ ’ . _Jter, as well as the developmént i
--dBaEI‘:er,‘ Mr.l @p .o E ‘Nﬂ at the state park.?”’ . Lr
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desfrfred Rev, West as .a 69
yeAr-old “retired University of
Maryland preféssor,’ 2
niversal Chyistian Church
winister ~ and a best-selling
oct (who) says his camp is
esigned fo. help orphans, poot
oungsters and high school
aropouis get a better chance
inlife.” - - o

Iﬁ“m&,wae@%wcﬁf‘om-
persons erested in
work for

<
o

1%

i e
R
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WoN A
Park Act

TI]  UR U e b e b Pt

SN,
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EHIMINRZ S Na % o -
and yippie vements — have .-
spoken o me fbout the reputed
helpiul progpfim lat the center.
Some of them lasked that. I
speak thepf to the -young folk.
1 accepfgd) There also is af
Pipestodd ote of gur major state
parksdrojects for which I hdve
beel  working | in  federal
“issistance for seyeral years.

1 contacted tﬂe. Department
of Natural|Resources and ar-,
ranged for |a late Saturday af-
ternoon tour ofl the Pipesiem
State Park Development lo
precede nly eyening session
with the ‘tecnagers and adults’
whom I hdve bgen told wogd
form the aiidience. N
.1 have since Je gmed that Rev.
West has jcome under attack
by persous, who| allege that he
is a man jof “lefiwing tenden-
Allegations are made

cies.”
that Rev. West jis or has been’

{

L)
K

- ELKINS - — The following
staternent has been issueds by
Sen. .Jennings Randolph (D-W.
Va.) concerning his scheduled
appearance at.ihe Appalachian
.|South  Folklore ; Center in
Pipestem at 8 p,m. today?
“There is a camp for young
people at Pipestem In Summers
County. It is directed by Rev. 13
Donald L. West on his 350-acrejinent in

farm - as the Appalachian South improvement . and
Folklife Center. envichmént of Ameriea’s youth
The Charleston Gazetle bas—and I do not mean ihe hippie

Alderson Soldier. Earns
Army Medal In Georgia

H. Eskins of Alderson, has heen
presented the American Spivit

o e

Ay ety m e ——h

137 &5

|- FT. BENNING, Ga. — Pt
James, M _Eskins: 20,

ot {son of Mr. and Mys, James a Commuiist, I have received
L ; e Honor Medal upon. completion) communications|, from  three -
ot . - of ‘basic combat training at theiWest Virginians-uiging that ¥
o ¥ Army Training Center. - not speak at-ihg center.

* If there'is reason why that
institution ; showid not exist in
West Virgmia dr-Blsewhére in-
the United, States at the exgense

B o * .‘. . «
%@E@p@m@ @g’@gﬂgﬁg According to the citation; Pvt,
Fskins,, Company 4&; 10tk Bat-

talion, 2nd Brigade; -displayed

. .
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|Names " Officers
‘- HINTON (RNS) — The Miller
Memorial Methodist  Church

‘lwas the scenc Tuesday for a
Bellepoint 4—}1{ Worker . Club

all thé qualities reguived to
earn this significant award,
Throughout his eight weeks of
hasic combat iraining, he
demonsirated the honor, loyally
and patrictism whick not only

of Rev, West's savings and with
assistance’ from privaiely en-
dowed foundations, I would
hope to ascertain those reasons,”

camp to continiie on the Dasis’

s o

PR

If there is valid reason for the -

v S

@ o, et

meeting. ., : . p s Towi . )
T New- officeis élected for thelearned him the privilege _of of Meriforeous| performance, I .

Jeomng  year  were: Keith|veceiving the award, bub also would wish to, see and hear . . b
, : e« Sresidents Joe Ball,|the zospect and. admiration ofithe evidence it the youth 2f. .
Py © Vice president; Janet Osborpe,(is ~superiors and  fellow the center aré coming under .1 .
H - . lsoerefary; Becky G o i1 s, |soidiers, . . so-ca\l‘}edcleftw‘mg,t Cf)nnfxlmumst oo
¢ [ .. : .. Tockine. . diskineoi or Neo-Communist uences oL
treasurer;  Sherry - Ferguson,| Pyt -~ Esking distinguighed and -need. to ‘Teceiva solid - - | * i

himself as a- frie American
patriot and ‘his spirit, -devetion
to duty .and attention to defail
will serve as an: gxcellent ex-
ample for other tfainees. io
follow, = o - .

The tr3ining center °was
established at Tort . Benning
September 15, °1965, and since
December 1965 has Zraduated
more than 145,000 soldiers from
hasie ¢ombat frainiug. °

Fevl Bewing has wlher fimes

game leader; Lougnn Barigis,
lsong leader; and Ann Meadory
Jreporier, . -
Sherry Ferguson was named
e, . “lchairman_of 'a  commitiec %0
V. - arrange for o 4H display. in
: store windows, . _,
o . 7| Attending- wife Janetl
- Osborne, . Becky Goins, Amn
T Meador, Sherry. Ferguson,
David Clinbell, Joe Ball, Greg
“iBall,  Rhett  Ritter, Keilh
Bavialyy Adlye Gavim, _?;sm_sz;\s
Rallill,  Maxsliy  Myers, BeUS gy apd tysls vliier wlls, Ye
R L .  Hoe abd ol arlla, .
gzg‘l‘]"x‘l %‘;’Qmw"l‘ié‘é’é* %ég%ﬁg its basfe mission, making betler

Fatimen: Tammio Juffman lcombat .. infautryinen, . still
N an.

* o {dominates.

| Xathy Willey, Bathy Deeds, | e e
Louanp ‘Willey, Touann Bartgis’, _Pvt. Eskins- was graduated
Terry Shanks, -Teressa Butls, from Alderson High School in

> anville Di ; rar: 11965 and aitended West Virginia
oo ﬁﬁ@},‘;&fn‘i&;}ﬁ@%fdﬁg, Wesleyan Collége at Ruckhan-
* " “Joe Sergeant, Cindy Ferguson, nop, whore’he was a membor
‘Robin Ritter, Charles Sergeant,. of "Sigma Thets, Epsilon frater-

oy R, Ferguer~..leader nity, Before entering the Army,jor 2 ¢ or!

Y LoL 0 ‘V:r&:.,l_ﬁg..gﬁ?% Vrr0 hsimepii e, Svas. cmoloyed by, Hereules, againe~those forces, . ° )
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doctrination in imericanism. -
I will jtalk, with them of
Americanism, X was not asked’
to speak on any particular sub-
ject, buf I have.determined to
make my address on “The
Shield of TFreedom.” Those
present will hear me fell 1hé .
inspiring story of those patriofs -
who signed ‘ur Declaration,
of Independence, T'll encourage”
the youth- to ‘legrn .and' labor .
antd gew  we  qumnpndly
{ondurs auitl builders of & hujleg
sociely 1lwough undarslanding
and faith and justice. I will
speak . in. advocacy - of
Antericanism, of respect fox-
American .fraditions and of -
ohedience to the laws ‘and, the
good order of our natioh, Cer- .
tainly, I would nof further-in -
any degree either Comuynism
or anti-American efforts. I am.',
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-+ The “Folk Life Center' at
Pipestem, West Vixginia, is

continuing to arouse concerned

Interest in this area. Alsimilar
institution situated in* Mont~
eagle, Tennessee was outlawed
by the Tennessee Legislature.

Recently, the “Folk Life
Center'’ mailed out letters to
area residents asking for cor-~
tributions. The communications
was signed by a number of peo-
ple, some of whom merit men-~

' tioning. i

The final statement in- the
letter read: ‘‘Won't you join us
in helping maké this program
work by sending a contribution
and making a regularpledge.’

State Sengtor Paul Kaufman

of West Virginia was one of the
letter's signatories. Kaufman
was defeated earlier this year
In an attempt to capture the

" Democratic nomination for Gov-
ernor, N

Willlam C, Blizzard of the
Charleston Gazette was another
supposed signatory tothe letter.
Mr, Blizzard prepared afeature
article on the Camp for the
State Magazine, a Sunday pub-
lication of the Gazette.

A Concord Professor was
another name which appeared
on the list. This was Sydney Bell,
Associate Professor of History
at Concord. According.to anear-
ller interview with West, Bell
was to teach a class in World

Affairs during & summer ses--

sion at the Camp.
Among the other names of
local people which are present

on the list were: Russell Lilly, .

City editor of the Hinton Dafly
News, Denzil Lyon, president

of the Pipestem Commimity Ac-

tion Association, and James V.
Overdorff, former Director of
the Mercer County Comrhunity
Action Program.

Other names of prominence
have also been associated with
this questionable undertaking.
Jay Rockefeller, present De-
mocratic candidate for Secre-
tary of State, has made at least
one visit to the Camp, K

Mayor John Lindsey of New
York heads some kind of agency
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which is concerned, directly or | -
indirectly, withfunds whichhave §
gone to the Camp. 0

Mrs. Wilbur Cohen, wife of {¥'

the Secretary of Health, Educa- {« -

tion and Welfare, has made vi- :
sits to the Camp and presented -
West with two anonymous don-~
ations of $5,000 for the Camp.
The Benedum Foundation of
West Virginia has perhaps
blindly contributed $1,000 to the
Camp. '

Speaking of notable persons,
there is one group of outstand-
Ing West Virginians who are
overlooking the Camp. These
are the mémbers of -the West
Virginia State Legislature, It

would seem that there is suffi~
clent evidence to warrant an
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investigation Into the Camp and
West's objectives.

Certainly, until some investi-
gation is made into the Camp
and those assoclated with it,
any contributions made to the
project would be hazardous. Su-
+4 ch monetary help may be finan~ -
4 cing a center for disruption and
chaos.

&

sese

* The following quote wastaken
from the Congressional Record.
41 It was contained in a speech
3 made by Senator Alford: ‘“The
1 legislature of the great State of
1 Tennessee, only a few days
4 ago, authorized-an investigation
1 of Communist Influences - in
§ Highlander Folk School at Mont=

B 0 B i SN R I SRR
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eagle, Tennessee.. This school
was .founded in 1932 by Myles

Horton and Don West.'It is a
southern meeting place forper<
sons who have been leaders in
race agitation for many years.
Many who have gone in and out
of Highlander FolkSchoolmeet- -
ings have records of affiliation *
with Communist and Communist
front organizationSee.’"

P
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This speech was made in
1959; a few months later the
legislature abolished the school.
Our legislature should at least
take a close look at the Camp .
at Pipestem.

" MRS, WILBUR COHEN, WIFE OF THE
SECRETARY OF HEW, IS SHOWN WITH

H
it g3 138 20

DON WEST
; \ Letter To The Editor - " o
~ West Is Defended

[P

1706 Darst St. V. <

.

PRICE 10 CENTS

L Charleston, W, Va, 25311 - .
12 PAGES, ONE SECTION . ,
Dear Dave Pedneaus )

Vo  —————

1 have never seen such a complete violation of the ethics of
journalism and a free press as you committed in your article -
“Pipestem Camp Ralses Questions of Internal Security’’ inyour -
September 26 issue. .

: First youseekto incite your readers with a barrage of thoroughly * N
..J discredited scare propaganda, thén you clearly issue an invitation

=% to violence against Don West and his Folklife Center, by issuing

- ~% detailed directions, suggestions that the place is “‘isolated’’,

3 and urging your readers to *“‘drop by and allow West to know that

you know he is there.’’ .

I havent seen anything worse in a newspaper since the ravings
in Hitler's personal organ, the *Volkische Beobachter.” .
Let me make this clear, Mr, Pedneau. Don West is a valued
member of our union and a friend to thousands of working people
in West Virginia and all over Appalachia. If anything happens

to him or his camp, we willholdyou and your followers personally
responsible,

1 would advise you to retract these scare articles and make a
publie apology to Mr. West and to your readers.
Sincerely,
Jim Williams, Chatrman
Local 189, American Federation
of Teachers, AFL-CIO
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E “With public opinion nothing can fail; without it nothing can
E ‘succeed. )
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. Folls [Laﬁe @enﬁ’@? At E@apestem
. Should Be Carefully Studied

E A few months ago, talk began flying around the area concerning -

! a supposed ‘‘Hippie”’ Camp locaiednear Pipestem. Tales of beard-
. ed creatures and free love circulated quite In this area. -

Forthe most patt, thesetales are gross exaggerations. Perhaps

we should be a little sorry that they were not true. We con handie
/ hippies a lot easier than idealistic liberal crusaders who promise ¢
. cures for poverty and the like. Hippies would at least stay to th-

" emselves and above-all wouldhot send out letters asking for finan- -
{ - clalassistance inthe contifiuation of thelr anti-American confusion.
3 - E ‘The Comp situated at Pipestem is a direct product of the “War
“on Poverty.” It is undeniobly attached to the federal give-away
» programs which are so quickly sucking the life blood from this: &
: nation. .

We do not believe that the trcmSportatlon to West Virginia of
4 . high school drop outs, ex-Vista workers, and Ilberal college pro-
4 i fessors will resultin ““The enrichment of the mountain economy.’
‘  Furthermore, we oppose the sanctimonious use of religion as a %
§. robeto hide the unamerican philosophies to be propounded at such
K a school. A piece,of correspondence from the school describes it

s “A universal Christian Center in the Judeo-Christion tradi-

tion.” The writers of such o line must.be bowing their heads in_
shame, for outspoken athelsts teach at this school. Never can we
be convinced that an atheist can teach in the Judeo-ChrIstIan tra-
dlthn. - -
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Aslong as Don West ‘and his Comp stayed in Pipestem bothering B
1"~ ndone, we remained silent. Now, however, letters are being mail- :
: -4  edfrom the Camp askingfor financlal support. We cannot be silent
i and thereby allow peopie to contribute to such a cause.

It Is quite probable that the Camp will become a headquarters 1
in this area for activism and leftist teuchings. It may become the §
- Center for civil disobedience ond trouble.” With such names as
1 - Sydney Bell andJames V. Overdorf on th&list of those who contri-
§  buted, we can see little good coming from.the project.
i Such camps andprograms as these have been fundamental in the
enciting of trouble elsewhere. We have no need for them around
j  here. Any contribution thot is made to thls Camp will be a contri-
|  bution toward the. runation.of America, = .
1 .. One:thing is certain: An “AppalochionSouth Folk kife Center”"wi*é
: cannot succeed in a place where it is not wanted. Perhaps we sh-
ould let them know this fact.
Above dll, don’t allow sky-in-the-ple promises for development
of this area numb your senses. It tokes no sense at all to reach”
~ the conclusion that the ““Camp’’ is a libéral and actlvlst danget to
-the, security and freedom of this nation. .
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U V@ﬁe‘?@e Candidate whe{-
Best Helg@e Qur County = -~ |

With on election year fast coming to a close, West Virginia 3
" voters ond particularly Mercer County voters should look toward TE
a governor’s candidate who offers practical solutlons to our most
" difficult problems. .
Highway work should be of prime Interest. Voters should look
. for the candidate who offers the most satisfaction In this area. .- -
. The entire of Mercer County is in dire need of roads. Rock Dis-.
. trict MUST have roads. If a state administration does not soon do
. Something to improve our highways, we can place the blame on
" them for our depressed income ond buying power.
We cannot be convinced that we should wait to see benefit from
_ our tax dollars. We have waited now. We find that some of our tax
" money has been stolen by corrupt officials. -
,, Inthe nameof West Virginia and particularly Mercer County, we
1 . must el ect officials and a governor who will do something for us. |
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‘ ?E My dear Sen%tor Byrd: .
é ; ) {I appréciate my getting to talk to you on your recent
g visit to Hinton. Yours wés a very busy schedule and I do not i

b
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and the
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{

know thalt my information or impressions of the local Community

rogram are of any value to you.
|

losed are some newspaper clippings that may be informative
|

inclusion of which I will explain later in this letter.

|
I qeal!with poverty and the results of poverty daily in
‘ ‘ " Y "

ER YO

It is very real to me. I have strong

personal
ranions,
of Econo
| of the p
attack c

Aft

B

feélings that no child should have as constant com-
hunger and privation. To me the program of the Office
mic|Opportunity was another attempt at alleviating some
overty and want, without strong guidelin;s so that the

ould be more tailor pade to local situations.

er over tﬂngwaxﬁﬁpfmggmglgarl,y'w%ﬁh the local Com-
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and, the VISTA program locally, I have gathered the
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haslln great part been masdlrected. I realize these

impressi]
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ons |are personal and may be in error.
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The péople that are in a position of administration, from -

b the local lLvel on 1nto Washington, appear to be qulte 1nadequate

IR e . A

‘for the Jobp They have misused the resources at hand, both

toagent WA

e LR

human and material.: I would expect there would be an attempt

to £ill [the!voids or some of the voids in policies already in
i ' . ) .
operation by agencies of the Federal, state, and local govern-

; ments that have been working with poverty and the results

.

of‘poverty for years, The OEQ people should, when possible,

e S R S i B s e

PPN Ry NIl S H

try to co-operate with these agencies, seek advice, learn -

e T T 51_ T 2 e Rl R AT W T ek PR N 2 A RN KR M e r D St et

by othen agencmes' past experlences, and not duplicate present
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programs orlrelnstate past programs that have failed., Instead
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of co-operation, the OEQ people in many cases appear to try
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and embarass, supercede, and alienate a number of public agen-

e O B S L s T
S A o BT A nans
c1es whose job is working w1thﬁ}he poor and underpr ivileged,
TR SN I W3 S oA AT OSSR N o~ W%ﬁ.‘”@
Ernao el G e S L R R ” ANy Uy R, s j'f errhosyon
? As a sideline, or maybe a primary project, there appears ‘”&‘3
" to me an attempt, within the OEO, or as a result.of the OEO, ?
" to create some sort of power structuré that we may all end up ﬁé
. ’ 4
saddled with. Enclosed are some newspaper clippings that I

think arie an indication of this effort locally. Not included

herg are two front-page sStories appearing in the Princeton

.+ Times, al weekly, unfavorable to Mr West., Nowhere in all this

\ Lty

newspaper coverage have I found any details concerning ade-

$3

“quate facil{ties, that is a physical plant or conpetent leder-

LS k

\ship personAel; for the proper establishment and maintance
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: § . of a caimp for under privileged youth, Our |
i P | . : J
i ‘ g ‘ of the Community Action Program, Mr. .
- : N . j ~ . A . : ’ T .
! i is men'b:i_oned in one of the clippings as . i
! ) B i
! ;% Mr. West, Somewhat like the pussycat b ;’
i ; I . . . : .
oo ro‘hect:'!n the lion. I do get the impression from the news-~ .3 ‘
. P g g p P ot
Lo : . i
paper stories and Senator Randolph that Mr, West's ability in . iy .
§ 4 I :
: i vi i
. "his undertaklng and his objectives for his undertaklng are ! i
_ not to ‘te questloned. Who am I, as an 1nd1v:.dual or any of : "t l
H Y * . '3 - : ’ :
v Mr, Wast's pe::.ghbors, to question such power and apparent i
‘ ) ' P
| respectibility. Recently, I am told, Mr; West has taken part ‘E b
) : e AT v PYRTEY T A s N PRI e ST U SRS .
f i . . ‘ﬂ it
‘ | in the tran'ung of VISTA's at his farm, ’ peo
' t ; By “Leydst A AVISTL Y o i e SRy T LRI O ROy SRFETRL A \“Ll’iw LN R i l!
< i I Hope|all of this may be of some value ’co you, and f .
§ ! ;
: . that I have|not made a clown of myself by imposing on your !, .
» . 1 :i
.y limited {time, | £
L ! . ar
. I . ~ ' . { P
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‘ ! 1 YR
i ’ N N ; i oyt b
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i Honorablle Robert C, Byrd. . A
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;o U. S. Sepator -3 '
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. , ~5 Smce the appearance last Monday of the people of Summers County, and, mdeed .
N © 7w an editorial noting the presence of Svigi- , ook pains to note that the “mgllantes” .
: = ©, - lantes” in Summers County, several readers = aren’ typical of Summers County people.
4 ? P have called or written to say it would be - Our crities are right, however, when they !
by j o, more nearly correct to say that most of the say Mr.- West’s school has some determmed *
j .. “vigilantes” .who are harassing. Don West enémies in Mercer County. _ - N
! *¥. =% ™ at his Pipestem Folk Life Center live in Pipestem is near the Summers-Mercer
{ ; . . adjoining Mercer County. S~ > - border. Regardless of the side on which
: - The Gazette didn’t mtend to condemn the greater number of Mr. West’s enemies
. 0 o . live, all of them doubtlessly are inspired to
f Lf WW"“"\N»« »\/"‘““..zww"" ey ““‘\ some eckient by the fulminations which ap-
} r B ", , bear more or less regularly in a- Mercer
: f . . . i Couuty newspaper, the Princefon Times. 2
oo ' . The newspaper’s attacks "are based on
' y . > Mr West’s.past associations or aneged past -
N i "associations- ‘and rely most heavily on his
’7 l' ' refusal to 1ep1y to festimony that he was
; A . a member of the Communist party. The
. : . i ' fi; - tesli imony, as far as the Gazette can deter-
. : mine, was given to the House Un-American
. , lll Activities Committee in. 1949, This was-
) 4n nearly 20 years ago, or only slightly less
o i : " l¢ remote in time than Sen. Robert C. Byrd’s
T . I” membership in' the Ku Klux Klan,
' ! \3 , o) The Times has never.made it clear just °
i o § what sort of ‘dangers lurk at Pipestem, al-
i } ; ie. though it seems to be- suggestmg that what-
: A A B ) at  ever is going on there is certain to be un-
Ve ‘ iqq - Wholesome. It i§ possible that it is bur-
- \ 4o  dened by the Southern fear of race amalgam-
! . - % ation, The Oct. 3 edition quoted from the
R O . % Congressional Record a.contention that Mr.
N » . West oneé was associated with the High-
o lt lander Folk-School whicli was a meeting
; . place for “leaders in race agitation.” Most _
i b 3 . {" of us know that when a Southern congress-
b ) y ‘ o } man speaks of race agitation he means the
‘ effort to obtain. equal, rights for all Ameri- 3
! : ‘ -8 ‘can citizens, a dastardly undertaking indeed.
o 2 The same edition notes that the school -
o § * ¢ . at Pipestem, appears to have the support '
- ; - of such notorious persons’as State Sen. Paul ¢
. N Kaufman, the Charleston air pollution cru- f
; t sader; Willidm C. Blizzard, a Wwriter for the
) ‘ ) Sundav ‘Gazette-Mail State Magazine; Rus- l
! £ sell Lilly, formerly city editor of the Hinton i
T lﬁ Daily News;- Denzil Lyon, president of the }
. i . . +* Pivestem Community Action Program; -
o, 8 ] L Sydney Bell, a history professor at Concord ‘
. ‘- 3 ey } wCollege; and the Rev. James V. Overdorff, !
. L0 + who attempted unsuccessful]y to- practice
; - - ? Chustlamtv in Blueficld. . '
|
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! L Adogr. . §oevpns e ouaxl::';!‘?oz. foumakd edd E&'ﬁf :
R ~EL . . ,i names yound sunsler, And thap’s niot alt. % © . - L
. . Sae i .2 . . ;- o <
' et RS SIS . e ; aiotes darkly that John D. Rockefeller IV ¢ . ;
. I > ) .- i (the well known Marxist) visited the school ! ‘ N
' .. . ‘ ' 1 *and thai Mayor John Lindsay of New- Yoirk ! s N
xx . " <t *heads an ‘agency which is concersed with = . ! b
, . ke ] .
. L funds which have “one to the school Mayor , .
R N . ¢ !
R e . i _ Lindsay, perhaps in an effort to disguise { TR
: . | . . , # " this kind of un-Ameriean activily, was one Yo
! 4 . OO 1 4 f
i e "% & of the endorsers, at the Re ublican National o
S . LA g P! : o -
{ PR S L -#* 5 & Convention, of Richard M. Nixon. I‘nrther, t Lo
.- L » K 11 1
. . . ) . Yo7 'y says the~Times, Mrs. Wilbur Cohen has | vy )
! ' L i§ Visited 'the school bearing two anonymous y o1 :
13 P S ’ % donations, Mrs. Cohen 'is the wife of the @ ° ' : “
; ‘ . . man who heads the Denartment of Healih, i
v . by . N
t H p N S . i, T"d"catmn and Welfave, an ageney of the
i : } .
i ‘ i 7y U, 8. goveérnment, believed on the Far Rwht § H
P i T .o {4 .to be an alien power. ) 2 ;
. : 14 This massive documentation of the évils ¢ - N :
' } I 3 . pe . " s 1 .
HEE ey o 5 . }” 7. existing at”Pipestem was concluded with-a I3 !
' ‘ ' ' Y suggw.suon for a legisialive investigation of 4 . !
-t : ’ " the school. “There.is sufficient evidence” 7 :
i . B the Times declares, megleclin LO mention % > b )
o . ' - any. - ; :
: : S P e
' ! , ;1 We suspect the harried Don West and |} : :
! " 'the fair-minded people of Summers and § 4 ;
' . o o Meteer counties would welcome such an in- { v :
\ . o i 7 vestigation if it would end, once .and for all, ! ; :
. <9 T ‘ 3
P . . ! 37 the question of Mr, West’,s alleged guilt. | ¢ ! ..
! But investigations cannot settle the ques- & .
3 .
52 Hon of guill. Courfs can. The Princefon. % : ..
, ’ .. "t Times and the vigilantes it has aroused S A i
o . B ! : .-t ! should confront Mr, West in dourt with the’ - ¥ R
e , 1 . D A erimes they believe he has committed. This RS
o . S ©.EY s (lie American way, Or it used to be the A . o,
| o ) : ‘»;“American ggy. - . 4 ,
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Their victim is Don West, who has at-

tempts {o influence responsible citizens

S e, 0. o-g _— ° % - I .
. . K {:.I . . ‘6 F B . %] R + N
R Y EgLam@@ - dUmmers
j e ot ' ) ’ v . ' ’ el * .
! .~ . . 5 ~ . M N s * )
1 Are Beneath Contempt - .°
‘5 ' ‘,"’\ . ,‘ ". ..‘ . . ) L ) . : E
B 2t 5. - There-is a gang of unprincipled vigil- tion beyond the blanket charge that they. . ¢
L © . . oantes jn Summers County which could do "-find bim to be a suspicious character. o
|l RN vas.t<har_m td‘ West Vir_ginia, 1ts people, and ' These vigilautes aré beneath contempt. N
| i » "M .. their reputation for fair dealing. We advise them, for what it’s worth, to con- *
| ‘ EA The§e men and women, taking their cue” front Don West in the courts with specific, B
| ! .+ X' 0 from the techniques of thought-contrallers -charges of misconduct, or treason, or what< -
foh o einthé ‘Sovie} Union have launched a cam- ever crime they believe he has committed.
j .t v apaignjof harassment against a man who “Lhis is the American way. Nothing is more ¢
§v‘ «  has ha}‘med;them in no'way — but, to the foully un-American than the slanders that .
T confratly, came among them in the course are now being. whispered by the would-be r
: of an effort to raise the status of mankind.  fhought-controllers and their despicable at- °
t

* against a man, who wants only lo live in .

L1 o t,emptcfl to fulfill a lifelong dream by eslah-

* lishing}a school al Pipestem to teach ethi- peace and do the work he helicves he has

: cal .bc}xavior.’ mountain . lore, crafts, and ' been catled to do. I

. civic tesponsibility and to impart to sti- . Thank God the vigilantes -aren’t typical ;
W My dents, |many of them underprivileged, a  of West Virginia and Summers County, - .
2 3 7 sense of belonging in America, - where the decent majority has never stooped ’
; ’ to character assassination — not even dur- y

T

S

_ We know little about West except::
"Thit he has a consuming compassion for
the difadvantagegl; that he has. devoted”

ing the incredible MeCarthy
and hysteria: L

years of hate _ -,

much of his life to‘the labor movement; '

that he is algentle and sensitive poet; that
he loves hig- fellow men; that he believes -

"in the practical application of the teachings ’
of Chr, st;*apd .that he declined to ahswer a ;

o ' .
LA S S Tt il

B
e Vgt v oA cam b Ve SN
. e

S

C o
. 1} .. questi n regarding the Communist party -
[ i+, when qhe question was put to him during a
¢ ey shame ul period of American life when sus-
[ " .. picdon dominated good Sense. Y
i 134 "%, He has explained that he declined to )
N i Cvagant answer - the | question, as’ many people did
I 1 3,y atthejtimejon the grounds that it was in
b1 o)A sultingl Manly people were offended, in the
o b+ "1y 1930, when [their national loyalty was ques® -
” 5 SN R tioned.llHun reds of decent Americans also’ .
) { .o refused to.answer the same question during
o oot the ?sa?né period for the same principle: ,* .
e AT 5 = The vigizla,ntes; reacting to the nameless’,
i oy tervors of the 1950s, have taken up the same g’ .
® {f.",‘ + jackalfcries that served .as slogans for the . !
©'¢". i Know [Nothing groups which . flourished 15
5y <t pryears pgo. They want-to drive Don. Wést out *
3 % of Summers County, We presume, although .
S . > to.date they have-brought not one acgusa- -
L ' H . * 7 . , R 4
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A - . < those :3;:?.2%{;10;15 Red-hunting ™ " Acfually; howevsr, Ry o . ) ]
! N i+ . jorganivawgns known only fo. atheistic. Commie pretedding . - - L. O
- e R ) O o Melntire,* Phoebe io be a coilege_' graduate_a.qd ‘L St R b
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S [ . ! Tennessee and notations thar a . maiching tan’ pants and 4 . . i i
: . West has invoked the: Fifth shirl outfit with an electric ; ) . S
v | Ti¥e 0 Tt Amendment when questioned  blue suit coat and basteboard i ) T Pl .
. - ‘i , -concerning membership in the - Ltalian-style shoes with - point- o : s .
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Summers and ‘Mereer -.county
residents are tyymg,to plan

crisaders” frgm harmmg the

£*_iRev, Donald West and a youth.
_Molk camp he Das stavted at

Pipestem, Summers County:

1 ifield,. executive director qf the
s ¢ TMercer Countyj Economic Op-

portunity Corp,) is mailing o

|{his  acquaintances ,anpounce.
. |ments that say:l

VU YBy pow  Yeu ! roha‘bly
Jnow of tho attacks on Don
West hy the Princgton Times
and the.Cliizens for the Pres
venlion of Auti~A1ngr1can In-

3| i N /

s
oy,

Thursday, ch 17;-1968

W,. e VATV

[ M R

Tue Clxarleaton Gaaetie a?

“Because these dﬂadly rumovs
arg helieved by many of the
‘boer joint crusaders’ and

|8 way fo prevent “beer jeintimany welkknown God-fearing

people, we feel that Don's cen-
ter is-in danger of bemg de-
stroyed. T

“Don believes that all .of t}ns

Joseph Hatfield of RL. 3, Blue~|will go away, but, knowing these [&
people, 1 don't- heligve xt will [543
pass until they succeed in run- A
ning him out of deanoymg him, [E5
“Many of Don’s friends bave(f
{contgeted me o start 8 move-fi
ment to help him, and a meef- s
ing is’ planned for Thuesday atfiodlt
the home of Sid Boll at 120 Cald- 1§,

well St., Athens,

| %ﬁ%m&gﬁga V@T@@E‘ Residents:

@@md West, @&mp

and maybe bis life,"

The oppenents of My, West
have quoted {estimony ihat he
was a Communist in “lu early
1930s, buf he declaredin

Charleston Supday thai he jsn't”
and never has baen a mamber
nf the Communist party )

“Ityou could possibly makelld
“filtratlon into Swwpers Coun- |it to this meeling, a movement i
ol o coulgt hegin g save Dow’s works _
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(detor's the. The £0uow- Y
ng ig the text of o telegram
from Sen. dJennings Randolph
gomcerning his visit today to
Pipestem. State Park and the .
Appalachian «South Folklife
(mnter at Plpesterm,) -
< By, Sen. Jennings Randolph
LLKINS-Tnnre is a camp

for ymmg people at Pipestem
in Suminers County. It is direct-
ed by Rev. Donald L. West -on
his 300 acrs farm as the Appa-
lachian SOIth Folklife Center,”
The (“11411leston Gazette ‘has
deseribed Rev. West as 'a 69-

{year-old. “retived - Unjversity of
" {Marylang professor, Universal

NS,

P

N s e b w1 v e,

Christian Church minister and a

P2® S NN S mi’w‘-

besi. sel]mv poet (who says his

{camp- is deswned to ‘help ‘or-

phans, poor youngsters and
high 'schoo} dtopouts get 3 bet-
ler chanee in life.”). .

. Many nationally prominent

persons interested in work for'
1mpr9vement and enrichment of
American youth—-and I do not

4 ‘%mg? wso- Wi 1L Fobie
o @fﬁ@f@iﬁé @}fﬁj@ ins purpose of vis

Pipestem Stute Park develop-

session ;with the tesn-agers and
‘adults whom I have heen told

&

Ao 3

s
4....& RN

BiPES

»

the Depar tment of Ivatural Re-
sources and arranged for g jate
Saturday afterioon tour of fthe

ment to precede my evenjug

would forfn the audience,
I have since learned that Rev.

B Ot VSR

E;S}“%é‘eg DARK ==

it to-Don Ef?@s f‘w

in West Virginia or elsewhere o
in the.United States at the éx~
pense of Rev. West's savings
and with assistance from pri-
vately endowed- foundations 1
would home 1o ascertain those
reasons. ¥ there is-valid rea
son for the camp to -continue,
on- the basis of meriiorious perf

S

n" .

»;‘55 o
ke my audrecs on "'[‘hr
Shield of Freedorn,” Those pros-
ent will hear me téll the in--
spiring story of those patyviots
Who -signed. our déclavation: of
independence, Tli encourage the
youlh, to learn and labor ahd -
grow’ intg community leaders
and bmlde s of a betler so-

) .

cietys through’ undeystanding
mean the hippie and yippiel West has’ come under attack!formdnee, I would wish to e a:xdbaa;th ,a;‘§ justice, sty b
movement--have spoken to me|by persons who allege that he is|and ‘hear the ‘evidence if ti: I will speak in advocacy of'
aboul’ the reputed helpful pro-|a man of “leftwing tendencies.” youlh. &t the center are coming, Amezxcamsm out of respect. forﬁ
gram at the center. Some of Allegations are made that Rev.|under zo-called left-wing Comyj; American e{radxtlon and obedi-y
thert ask that I.speak there to West is or has been a Com-|munist or neo-Communist Iiloce to ti'ne laws and the = oodf
the young foik. .1 aceeptedimunist. I have received com-|thience and need to recoive vali \{order of our nation. Cer ta.wuy ir
There is Also at Pipestem one!munications from three West indootrination in Americ cerdand would not, furthér n any des
of oqr Jmajor slate park pro-|Cirginiang urging . that 1 ot I will talk with them Oflgree eithar Commmnism  oif
jeets fop which T have heen speal at the Center. . Americaniim, I wag not as‘cc, anti-Anericsn  effort. T a:!r-[
working in federal assistance] If ihere g any reason whyto spesk on any perticular su (Ploage tun.to. Page %~ Cot (}ﬁ);
for several years, I contacted|that mstitution should not.exist Ject but 1 ha,ve determmed ST i
* .. 5 s o R
SO = , . lRandolph
f t] - 1.
b ) K ' (Continued trom page Cngy
.-wnw»,-v o o SRS R SN T B S AT g Npdan We )j‘“}q p 3,_, against those forces,
L ‘ .o " feyed” o or “Bling", -} P I will go to Pipestem from
J . i add e the Elkms Mountain State For
fis additionn:. whm madmseﬁ ti first to iy
% boX momber i cary o the .jest Pestival, firs the Sifdu
b iy News. % oonts vl || | Fark:for conferences ,a e
i ﬂfwaila&siobeenmdﬁ‘v gmded' tour, then I wxllee‘
i Ad Gopy nwsst By dn b my commitment Yo addry
. ‘\ News Qilico bofory 35 m |youth.,I assure both the 'td.;
. ly of publiests a A7] |and the‘detractors of th .
. Prbliestien. wi| |Center at Pipestem tha il
. stress | L Amegricanism, A t‘n
% 4| |same time I will be on: a,ct‘
3% by .having vour shoesi— ‘fmdmg mission ag I ch on.”
. { at Bop' sn‘,’g&w heecf tHe activities of - the ] “it-»
f-soles con restore your| Ol |Center; as well as the deplop-
. s 4 hke-n‘_w cmdxhon mi ment at the State Par]
: > . e Shop, Temple Stiing] | (d)  Jennings olph
»~ ‘ Jub, " gagaglof P
[t . Loc kol N
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i Every sentimental fellow

U . 3
A%

vy . .
S

‘ ’

.

L You-C

. such as 1 treasure @ particu-
"Jar time with a loved one, or
remembers fondly an expres-
sion produced by the passion”
- of the moment. » ., = |
, I, for instance, can never

"+ forget the day when my wife;

. Jean, put the household mon- .

ey on a medium: long shot be-
cause, she explained; he had
beautiful long legs and an’ar-
srogant expression. . Besides,
the jockey’s shirt was: pumpkin
land white, her‘favorite color
¢ combination. ; | |
£* Anyway, "asi_they "came
around the last turn, her
. choice began to fade—from
{ ‘third, to fourth, to. fifth. As
the other horses: thundered past
: him, she raised herself, shook |
* her fist in the direction of the -
; track and loosed: this scornful
ery: S A B
! “You — call—yourself—a—r -
 horse?”~ - ‘ o
t
4

.
i

ot ' .
WHEN I READ {he paper

* last Wednesday I wanted to

yell “You call;yourself a col-

¢ Jege graduate?]’ at Don West,

an amiable preacher who is,

© trying to practice Christianity
~.up in Summers County and

i —

therefore, naturally, is suspect-
ed of all sorts pf dark and un-
American actiyity. v

"One of his accusers is Nitro
- publisher Bill ;Blake, -the for-
mer state adjutant-general. who
will be remelgnberejd as the
public servant who took a gang.
of greasy political hacks and
\ Greenbrier County gambler

n a National !Guard training
*. ind whoopee flight to Las Ve~

 zas at. the ztaquyer,s’ ex-
i .

" patriot named [David Pedneau,

pense, - 3
; Another is r%}lessfer known -

+ editor of the Erinceton Times *

. and’ Concord College student.
i1t was. Pedneau who mount-
_ed the first assaulti upon the
1 school.for dropouts which West-
, established at|Pipestem. It is
“"Pedneau who contiriues to es-
' pose West as a likely corrupt-
-er of Appalachian youth. In-
deed, Pedneau; is in command.
‘Blake, an aging cold warrier,
s Pedneau’s Roy C'ohn, hop-
ing to be permitted to serve
‘the hemlock to West.
" The documentation,, ocbvious-
v orovided. Pedneau_by one of

T s "i‘ﬂmoo SRR S
. D '
s

_lace_button.
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v

did during the big Red Round-

--ups of ‘the early 50s.

Tt is. significant, however,
that he failed to respond to

. one searching Pedneau obser- .

vation. As far as I am con-
cerned, he will be under a
cloud of * suspicion wntil “he
does. K ’

. “West himself presenls a
striking picture,” the Pedneau
Report said. “He claims to
hold a number of degrees in-

cluding a divinity degree from ,

Vanderbilt University. How-
ever, he jaunts around the
hills .of Pipestem Wwith bib

overalls and hillbilly hat on.|

his head . . .” .
Here, it seems to me, is the

heart of the case against

West. He is either a college
graduate who wears overalls,

- questionable activity on the |
face of it; or he is a man‘|
who wears overalls and pre- |
tends to be a.-college gradu- |,

ate. . ‘
Red blooded Americans, in |
their periodic inquisitions.-

aimed at welfare recipients,
invariably mmake the point that
some poor people have televi-
sion sets; in other words, that
some poor people obstinately

Quax v

YR NI ae A9
all-Yourseli-A..."
“ ' “Mothéi‘." He ;voui(i ideiltify

 Himsel as 4 State;Road Com-
mission employe, thus blend- i

ing with the majority, and he
would arrive in a 49 Chevvy’
with a ’56 Ford Lransmission
and- six squirrel tails on the
anterina. If the. occasion pre-
sented itself, "he would reach
into the trunk of his car, with-
draw a pipe wrench, and hit
somebody over the head with
it. God knows how -many
spies, thus disguised,  are in-

refuse to act liké poor people.
By the -same. token, patriots .,
naturally are shocked when

college graduates refuse fo
dress like college graduates.
It is worth noting here,, for

those who cannot grasp the:

connection between proper

dress and Americanism, that i -

when Gov. W. W. Barron in-

stituted his Statewide Patriot- | .
ism Program he always wore

. a suit and tie when he led the
Pledge of Allegiance.

enemies sometimes slip up on
trivial details, such as cloth-
ing. It would have been no
trick, of course, for West to
obtain from The.Apparatus 2
suitable college graduate oui-

fit. Since he also alleges that |
he was a college professor, he. |-

might have -chosen a tweedy

“ jacket with leather eibow |

patches, the maferial pre-
fumed by tobacco smoke. Or,
if'he preferred the more digni-

* field Rotary cover, a conserv-

ative. gray ‘worsted with- Wal—
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